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Agenda 
·What is Amateur Radio? 

·How does it support Emergency Operations? 

·What is MIRO? 

·How can I become a Ham? 
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Ham Radio History 
·Radio technology has been around for over 100 years 
·Amateur radio operators have been involved, and 

innovating, from the very beginning 
·Ȱ!ÍÁÔÅÕÒȱ ÈÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÃÏÎÎÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ȰÁÍÁÔÅÕÒ ÁÔÈÌÅÔÅȱȟ 

meaning we cannot accept payment for our services 
·There are numerous opinions on ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ Ȱ(ÁÍȱ 

originated ɀ but ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ an acronym 
·Ham operators have always been involved in global and 

local disaster aid with wireless communications 
·Communications skills were incorporated from 

professional telegraphy and military communications 
training  
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Ham Radio in Public Service 
·!ÍÁÔÅÕÒ ÒÁÄÉÏ ÉÓ Á ȰÈÏÂÂÙ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅȱ - a valuable 

asset during times of emergency when traditional 
communication systems break down. 

·Mandated by the Federal Communications 
Commission, one of the key purposes of Amateur 
2ÁÄÉÏ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ȰÖÏÌÕÎÔÁÒÙ ÎÏÎÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȱ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÁÇÅÎÃÉÅÓ 
in the event of a disaster or as required. (47 CFR 
97.1(a); 97.401(a)). 
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Ham Radio in Public Service 
·Most public service communications today are heavily 

reliant upon land-line telephone, cellular telephone, and 
fax systems to conduct routine operations. In disasters such 
as earthquakes (or even power-outages), these systems fail. 

·Subsequently, police, fire, and other public service radio  
with limited number of channels become rapidly saturated. 

·Ham operators provide such agencies with a back-up radio 
communications system with wide spectrums of radio 
frequencies and communications expertise. 

·Ham operators can also transfer computer data, such as e-
ÍÁÉÌ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÔÁ ÆÉÌÅÓȟ ÄÉÇÉÔÁÌÌÙ ÏÖÅÒ ÒÁÄÉÏ ɉȰÐÁÃËÅÔ ÒÁÄÉÏȱɊ 
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Ham Radio in Public Service 
·Unlike commercial communications, ham radio is self 

sufficient in times of disaster 
·Many hams maintain generator and/or battery backup 

power in their homes 

·Many hams have mobile systems in their automobiles 

·Ȱ&ÉÅÌÄ $ÁÙȱ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ 
operating in a foreign location 

·4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ȰÄÒÉÌÌÓȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÕÎÔÙȟ 
state, and national ham organizations, we can provide 
communications for, and route messages between, any 
government or disaster relief agency 
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Operation: Field Day  
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